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AP/Honors Application
Due: Wednesday February 17, 2010; Return to Attendance Office or Mr. Briggs’ box in Main Office
Student Name___________________________ Student I.D. #_______________________________

Advocacy Teacher________________________Summer Contact e-mail:______________________
Summer Contact Phone Number______________________________________________________

Summer Contact Address____________________________________________________________

Please check the courses below that you are interested in taking for next school year.  If you are requesting more than two AP/Honors courses, you may be asked to complete the Appeals Process to explain how you plan to be successful in multiple AP/Honors courses.
	(   AP/H Biology

(  AP Calculus A/B

(  AP Chemistry 

(  Honors Algebra 2

(  Honors Chemistry
	(  AP English Language 

( AP  English Literature 

( AP Psychology

( English 9 Honors

( English 10 Honors


	(  AP Spanish Language

(  AP Spanish Literature

(  AP Studio Art

(  Honors Geometry  

( Honors Spanish 3

( Honors French (tentative)

( AP French
	(  AP U.S. Government & Politics

(  AP U.S. History

(  AP World History

( Honors World History

( Honors U.S. History (tentative)

( AP Human Geography




Please fill in your current course schedule below.  Ask your teachers to fill in your current fall semester grade (A-F grades only, no Pass), and initial next to their name.

Current Schedule
	Period
	Course Title
	Room #
	Fall Semester Grades  by Period
	Teacher Name with Teacher Initial

	0
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	

	8
	Advocacy
	
	
	


ADVANCED PLACEMENT AGREEMENT

Student’s Responsibilities:

· I will dedicate myself to succeeding in my coursework.  

· I understand the AP courses will be very rigorous and demanding of my time.

· Positive attendance in AP courses is mandatory to success.

· I understand that all summer assignments are due no later than the first day of class, based on the teachers’ requirements, and incomplete summer assignments make me ineligible for an “A” grade in the course.

· Turning in assignments, homework and projects on time is crucial to success.

· If not pre-selected to join an AP course, I must file a petition to participate, and all necessary documents must be completed fully with all mandatory signatures to gain admittance in the AP program.

· I understand that I must spend a minimum of two hours daily studying outside of class time per AP course.

· I agree to attend mandatory tutoring for a minimum of two hours weekly if my class grade falls to a “C” or below, and tutoring participation will be factored into my grade.

· I agree to complete all summer reading and homework assignments.

· I agree to attend a summer institute with my AP teacher to prepare for next year’s AP courses.  If I do not attend, I am aware that I can receive a lower grade in that AP course or be dropped from the program.

· I will consistently work as hard as I can, and will ask for help as soon as I feel that I need it.

· I am aware that there is no dropping an AP course after the second week of a semester.  I must stay in an AP course for a full year, and cannot drop half way through the year for any reason.

· I am aware that failing grades can only be replaced by retaking the same AP course, and summer school in a non-AP/Honors class will not replace the AP grade on my transcripts.
· I agree to take the AP Exam.
· I’m aware that plagiarism, (copying another persons’ work and using their words as my own), will negatively affect my course grade, and I may be dismissed from an AP/Honors course for any instance of plagiarism, or may be subject to other forms of school discipline.
Parent’s Responsibilities:

· I understand that AP courses are college level courses and will be very rigorous and demanding of my child’s time.

· I understand that AP courses require that I monitor my child’s progress and study habits during the course of the school year.

· I will consistently encourage and help my child by providing a quiet place and adequate time for studying at home, or ensure that my child attends school tutoring for extra help.
· I will make it possible for my child to attend required sessions after school, during summer and on weekends.

· I understand that by being enrolled in this AP course my child is required to take the AP exam (cost $5.00 per exam).

· I will maintain good communication between home and school and contact the school when I have questions or concerns. 

· I will support school activities by participating in parent support organizations and meetings.
Teacher’s Responsibilities:

· I will explain and model assignments so that students can have a clear understanding of instructional materials.

· I will update course website over summer and throughout the year with assignments and expectations to enhance communication with students and parents.

· I will provide instruction in a way that will motivate and encourage students.

· I will provide class rules with consequences and rewards.

· I will evaluate students’ progress regularly.

· I will drop students by the second week of school if they have not met initial requirements.

· I will provide good communication between school and home.

· I will provide a safe, positive and healthy learning environment for students. 

· I will prepare students adequately for the AP exam, and encourage all students to take AP exams.
Counselor’s Responsibilities:

· I will check all students’ available state test scores prior to scheduling them in AP courses to analyze potential success in AP/Honors courses prior to recommending/scheduling students.

· I will do a grade check to verify all AP/Honors applicants have a minimum cumulative g.p.a. of 3.0 to enroll in courses prior to recommending/scheduling students

· I will do an attendance check to verify all AP/Honors applicants are likely to have successful attendance habits to meet the requirements of AP/Honors courses prior to recommending/scheduling students.

· I agree to only enroll those students who have successfully completed all contract prerequisites for AP/Honors courses or have successfully completed the Appeals Process.

· I agree to counsel students to participate in the Appeals Process if they do not meet grade/test/attendance standards for AP/Honors courses.

· I agree that I will not drop any AP/Honors student after the second week of school or at the semester break, unless the following parties (student, parent/guardian, counselor, AP/Honors teacher, and administrator) have all agreed to allow such an occurrence after deadlines, and only in the instance of exceptional circumstances.

****Violation of this contract at any time can result in lower grades in an AP/honors course, or dismissal from an AP/Honors course.
Student’s Name:________________________________ID:______________Grade in School:_________
Student’s Signature__________________________________________Date:_______________

Parent’s Signature___________________________________________Date:_______________

Counselor’s Signature________________________________________Date:_______________

Mandatory Grade Check:____________________________________ (Counselor/Administrator)
Mandatory Test Scores Check:________________________________ (Counselor/Administrator)
Mandatory Attendance Check:________________________________ (Counselor/Administrator)
Final Approval: Associate Principal/Administrator’s Signature_____________________Date:_______________

Appeal Process: Yes____________________ No_____________________ Comments/Rationale_____________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Part 2: Writing Prompt: Complete the following essay.  The essay must be a minimum of one typed page (12 font, Times New Roman font, double-spaced).  Staple your essay to the application.  If you are applying to more than one AP/Honors course, make a copy of the same essay for each separate class.
In a well-developed five paragraph essay, explain your academic strengths as a student, areas in which you could improve by participating in an AP program, and your rationale for wanting to be an AP student.

Studio Art Applicants: Put together a portfolio of your work, including at least five pieces of artwork you’ve created.  In a one-page typed essay, explain your artistic style, your artistic influences, your strengths and weaknesses as an artist, and how you think an AP art program will help you individually.
Part 3: If you are asked to complete the Appeals Process, it may be due to one or more of the following reasons:

· Low grades

· Low test scores

· Behavior Issues

· Attendance Problems

· Missing recommendations/ Missing Signatures

· You’re requesting to take more than two AP/Honors courses during a semester

For the appeals process, you must:

· Schedule a meeting in the counselor’s office with Ms. Olmeda for an Appeal Hearing.

· Have a parent/guardian attend your meeting with you.

· Bring your statement filled out with you to the Appeals Meeting.

· Give acceptable rationale for any of the problems above, and be voted into the AP program by the committee on a probationary basis.  While on probation, (summer and the first two weeks of the program), if you break any contract rules, or your academic performance is less than satisfactory, you may be dismissed from the AP program, and re-enrolled in general education courses.  

Part 4:  The Appeals Process

Appeals Statement for Behavior/Grades/Attendance/Test Score Problems
Be prepared to explain to the committee why you encountered problems, either academically or behaviorally, previously.  How are you planning to change your actions and behaviors to be successful in an AP program?  Why do you believe you can be successful in an AP program considering your past academic/behavioral problems?  Be prepared to explain these answers to the committee and to have your parent/guardian explain your past problems and support your desire to participate in an AP/Honors program.

Appeals Statement for Requesting More than Two AP/Honors Courses Concurrently
Be prepared to explain to the Appeals Committee why you believe you can meet the challenge of taking more than two AP/Honors courses at once.  What is your rationale for loading up on these courses?  Please reference your past grades, class performance, study skills, and academic strengths when explaining your rationale to the committee.
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